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Lord Justice Wall says the courts are not adequatelv equipped to deal with the
social and emotional consequences of divorce, which he savs rarely leave anyone
unscathed and can often destroy lives. "People who divorce often simply don't know

what they are letting themselves in for and the family courts are not well geared-up
for dealing with the bitter battles which follow, particularly over children," he said.
"I am only sorry that the Government did not pursue non-fault-based divorce when the
seeds had been sown for a change to the post-separation consequences of divorce."

"For many people, the fact that, for example, one spouse ran off with someone else

remains of paramount importance. But it is not relevant to the issues the court has

to address. I do believe in getting rid of fault because it should have nothing to do with

the divorce process and shouldn't affect the result. But it will be difficult because people
actually don't like not being able to blame someone in a divorce.

Nicholas Wall's judgments often attract the unwanted attention of fathers' groups whose
members have posted his name on the internet and sent him hate mail. But Lord Justice
Wall, 61, is in the vanguard of a reforming movement in the judiciary which has helped
pave the way for open justice in the family courts.
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