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New f or Caf cass

The new OfFsted now i nspects services provided by the Children and
Fam |y Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), which provides a
social work service to children and famlies who are involved in

fam |y proceedi ngs

Funded by governnent through the Departnent for Education and Skills
(DFES), Cafcass was established in 2001 to advise courts about any
applications nade to themin proceedings involving the welfare of
chi | dren.

Caf cass saf eguards and pronotes children's welfare by ensuring they
are properly represented in court and by providing informtion,

advi ce and support for the children and their famlies. It is the

| argest single enployer of social workers in the country.

What i s changi ng?

No i nmedi ate changes to the way Cafcass is inspected are planned, but
i nportant on-goi ng devel opnents will be carried forward. For exanple,
i nspections will better reflect how Cafcass contributes to the Every
Child Matters agenda.

Cafcass's performance wll increasingly be graded in ways simlar to
those used for joint area reviews (JARs) and annual performance
assessnments (APAs). The views of children and parents about their
experiences wll be given a higher profile.

The process will include single inspections of Cafcass and joint
i nspecti ons managed between the new Ofsted and Her Majesty's

I nspectorate of Court Administration (HMCA) to bring in the
perspective of the adm nistration of famly courts.

The work of Cafcass inpacts about 100,000 children and their famlies
each year. Fam |y proceedings often cone at a critical nonment in the
lives of children, and courts have to take far-reachi ng deci sions
about children's lives. Exanples of such decisions include:

meki ng a care order -care orders usually place a child away fromthe
famly, perhaps with mninmal contact. A care order may be nade

wi thout a view to eventual rehabilitation; instead, it may support
the local authority's plan for long-termalternative care or even a
transfer of parental responsibility to new parents via adoption

maki ng an order to decide where a child should live or with whomthe
child should have contact after the separation or divorce of parents
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deci ding on even nore specialist and conpl ex cases such as
i nternational abduction and nedi cal/ethical cases concerning children
with life-threatening conditions.

The focus of inspection is on the vulnerability of children dealt
with by Cafcass. This focus is ainmed to inprove delivery of Cafcass
frontline services and to help inprove outcones for children.

Current inspections of Cafcass

A review of famly assistance orders has just been conpleted and the
report will be available soon. O her current inspections are front-
line practice in public | aw care proceedings, reporting in July 2007,
and an inspection of the East M dl ands Regi on of Cafcass with a
report due in the autumm.

I nspection and overview reports of Cafcass 2002 to 2006 are avail abl e
on the new Osted website.



