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Parents could be put off using children's centres because of
percei ved cliquishness and fathers in particular can be overl ooked, a
report seen by Children Now reveal s

The as-yet-unpublished research, conducted by |Ipsos Mri on behal f of
the National Audit Ofice, has said it is inportant that children's
centres maintain a neutral and wel com ng i nage, and appear to be
avai l able to, and suitable for, all parents.

The Children's Centres Val ue for Mney Study states:

“Wil e building social friendships appears to be a 'spin-off' benefit
fromusing children's centres, in sonme cases parents have been put
of f by perceived cliquishness anong existing users.”

It adds that fathers are often overl ooked and not catered for, but
acknowl edges that they are | ess easy to engage in the fenmal e-
donm nat ed envi ronnent.

The study | ooked at the views of parents at five centres and
canvassed the views of national children's charities. It found that
children's centres reach famlies often overl ooked by mai nstream
servi ces.

However, |ong-term funding and clear goals are needed to achieve
Gover nment ai ns.

In the report, children's charities said |ong-termfundi ng was needed
and that performance assessnents need to consider the |long-term
benefits of centres rather than inmediate results.

Alison Garnham joint chief executive of the Daycare Trust, said:

"It is vital that children's centres do all they can to wel cone
parents, and really inportant to support fathers in being involved
with their children's early years care and educati on.

"For children's centres to reach as nany parents as possible, good
outreach is essential. This can include |leafleting | ocal estates and
of fering taster sessions, including sone specifically for fathers."
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